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FIRST CONFERENCE OF THE MINING MINISTRIES OF THE
AMERICAS

By order of the last Reunion of Mining Ministries of Lalin America, that has
taken place in 1585, at the city of Caracas, Venezuela and praviously at
Cochabamba, Balivia, the Ministers, Vice Ministers, Secrataries, Subsacralaries
and Chiefs of Delegations, gathered in Sartiago de Chils, lhe fiffleenth day of
the manth of May of 19968 in the | Conference of Mining Ministers of the
Ainaricas, arganized by the Mining Mimstry of Chile in the headguarers of the
Economical Commiltes for Latinamerica and Canbt (CEPAL) we formulate the
following dectaration:

SANTIAGO DECLARATION

WHEREAS:

That mining contributes decisevely to the growth through the generation of
foreign currency, fiscal collecting, creation of new jobs ang that it favors the
development of economic decentralization and a better articulation with the
development of other industnial seclors, the herein signers manifest e
following:

1. Qur satisfaction for the significative development that has had the
exploration and exploilation of our mining resources, in the frame of the
applicatian of reforms that favar the growth of investment which manifests by
the fact that 58% of the world toial that will be invested in what remains of
the century will have as destination lhe American continent which ig eoual to
18.000 million of dallars.

2. Qur disposition to reinforce the policies and actions directad to intensify the
explaration and expleitation of mineral deposits, and the intracontinental
cooperation to modernize the institutions related to the development of
minmg.

In such sense we consider necessary 1o increase the relalions between
organism in charge of the management of mining concessions and fo
intensify the interchange of experiences between the genlogical services
and other govermental agencies in charge af mining,

3. Ourirterest in stimulaling the relations between the ererpnses and national
and international institulions with the object of facilitating the capacitacion,
the professional and academic improvement, the scientific-techrological
research, the transference of technologies and the protection of the
etviranment in the mining ambit.

4. The preoccupation for the problems that face the mining productian at smail
scale, since the opearation of this tasks involve sotial and environmental
aspects.



For such reason the Mining Ministries of the American continent agree tq;

1.

Institutionalize the Annual Conference of Mining Miristriss of the Americas,
for such they will gathsr once a year with the participation of Ministers, State
Secretaries, Vice Minister, Subsecretaries or Deslegates ordered by the
Salre.

. Realice the next Conference of Mining Ministries of the Americas in the city

of Arequipa, Peru in the month of September of 1997. The Mining Ministry
of Peru will accomplish the Executive Secretary and will consult a previous
agenda with the other Ministries, nevertheless are of the interast of the
signers the following matters.  protection of the envirenment, mining
concession regimes, situakion of the preparation of the human resource and
scigntific-technoiogical development in mining.

Entrust to geoclcgical services the publication of a geclogical chart of the
mineral resources of America. whose coordination and elaboration of the
final document of these services will be decided in the [bercamerican
Reunion of the same, which will take place at Santiago de 16™ of May of
1586

We ask the CEPAL the efaboration of an Annual Report of Mining in
America and we urge themn to work together with this instance of Ministries
recently created, the Latinamerican Organism of Mining (OLAMI)

We greet with approval the initistives adopted by the gremial entreprenurial
organizations and the pariaments of the respective nations. supporing
initistives of this nature,

We will reinforce our intercontinental cooperation and we call the attention of
the official agencies and mulfilateral financing organisms to contribute to
improve the conditions in which the small mining exist.
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